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SUBJECT: WP9 OF INDUSTRY COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRIAL 
STATISTICS 

WP 9 OF THE INDUSTRY COMMITTEE HELD ITS 17TH MEETING 
ON OCTOBER 18-21, 1976. MR. MILTON EISEN OF THE COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT HEADED US DELEGATION. 

1 . THE WP COMPLETED ITS REVIEW OF SECTOR STATISTICS. 

IT ADOPTED EINAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO REDUCE THE VARIOUS 
SECTOR STATISTICS PROGRAMS TO MEET THE BUDGETARY 
LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY OECD. THESE RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOLLOWED THE PROPOSALS OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING TO ELIMI- 
NATE DUPLICATION WITH DATA PUBLISHED BY OTHER INTER- 
GOVERNMENTAL BODIES; TO ELIMINATE TRADE DATA WHERE THE 
INFORMATION IS PUBLISHED IN OTHER OECD REPORTS OR IS 
INCLUDED IN A DATA BASE; ELIMINATE DATA OF SECONDARY IM- 
PORTANCE OR DATA WHICH FEW COUNTRIES CAN SUPPLY AND ELI- 
MINATE ANALYTIC SECTIONS. 
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2. IN THE PULP AND PAPER AREA THE US RECOMMENDED, AND 
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THE WP AGREED, NOT TO DELETE TABLES REPORTED BY ONLY 
A FEW COUNTRIES SINCE NEW CLASSIFICATIONS WERE ONLY 
RECENTLY ADOPTED FOR THIS REPORT. THIS ACTION WAS BASED 
ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT MORE COUNTRIES WILL BE ABLE TO 
REPORT USING THE NEW CLASSIFICATIONS. 

3. THE WP REVIEWED THE SECRETARIAT'S ANALYSIS OF THE 
CURRENT SITUATION OF INDUSTRY IN THE OECD COUNTRIES. 

BASED ON THIS REVIEW IT REVISED THE REPORTING OF SHORT 
TERM ECONOMIC INDICATORS TO INCLUDE SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
DATA FOR TOTAL PRODUCTION, SHIPMENTS, AND NEW ORDERS. 
WHILE THE US PREFERDED EXPANDING THE REPORTING OF 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED DATA BEYOND THESE ITEMS, MOST COUN- 
TRIES DID NOT HAVE THE INFORMATION BY INDUSTRY OR FOR 
OTHER VARIABLES. 

4. THE PROGRAM FOR QUANTITATIVE INDICATORS WAS FURTHER 
REVIEWED TO IMPROVE THE USEFULNESS OF THE RESULTS. 

THE SECRETARIAT WAS REQUESTED TO DETERMINE IF A) COM- 
BINED INDICES FOR COUNTRIES AND INDUSTRIES COULD BE 
PREPARED; B) IF OTHER VARIABLES SUCH AS EXPORT PRICES, 

HOURS WORKED, INVESTMENTS, STOCKS AND CAPACITY COULD BE 
COLLECTED AND C) IF DATA BY END USE COULD BE PREPARED. 

5. THE WORKING PARTY RECEIVED A REPORT ON THE STATUS 
OF THE QUALITATIVE INDICATOR PROGRAM. A CONSULTANT 
WITH A BACKGROUND IN THIS AREA IS NEEDED TO LAY OUT 
THIS PROGRAM. THE SECRETARIAT DOES NOT NOW HAVE ANYONE 
WITH THIS BACKGROUND ON THEIR STAFF. 
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